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had any Anti-English faction, civil or religious, sprung
up in his own time in Scotland, he would have done more
than any other living man could have hoped to do, for
putting it down. He was on all practical points a steady,
conscientious Tory of the school of William Pitt; who,
though an anti-revolutionist, was certainly anything but
an anti-reformer. He rejected the innovations, in the
midst of which he died, as a revival, under alarmingly
authoritative auspices, of the doctrines which had endan-
gered Britain in his youth, and desolated Europe through-
out his prime of manhood. May the gloomy anticipa-
tions which hung over his closing years be unfulfilled!
But should they be so, let posterity remember that the
warnings, and the resistance of his and other powerful
intellects, were probably in that event the appointed
means for averting a catastrophe in which, had England
fallen, the whole civilized world must have been involved.

Sir Walter received a strictly religious education under
the eye of parents, whose virtuous conduct was in unison
with the principles they desired to instil into their chil-
dren. From the great doctrines thus recommended he
appears never to have swerved; but he must be numbered
among the many who have incurred considerable risk of
doing so, in consequence of the rigidity with which Pres-
byterian heads of families, in Scotland, were used to
enforce compliance with various relics of the puritanical
observance. He took up, early in life, a repugnance
to the mode in which public worship is conducted in
the Scottish Establishment; and adhered to the sister
Church, whose system of government and discipline he
believed to be the fairest copy of the primitive polity,
and whose litanies and collects he reverenced as having
been transmitted to us from the age immediately succeed-
ing that of the Apostles. The few passages in his
Diaries, in which he* alludes to his own religious feelings
and practices, show clearly the sober, serene, and elevatedur-
